
Participate in April State Assembly (& Convention if 
held) 
•  Held after CD Assembly. 
•  Select up to 3 candidates to appear on the primary ballot 

for statewide and/or federal races that are holding a 
primary.   
•  State offices: Governor, Attorney General, Secretary of 

State, State Treasurer, & CU Board of Regents at large;  
•  Federal offices: U.S. Senator 
•  Uncommitted” is no longer an option. 

•  Participate in additional assemblies, e.g. Judicial District, to 
select candidates, e.g., District Attorney, to appear on the 
primary ballot. 
•  Uncommitted” is not an option. 

•  Candidates must receive 30% of delegates to qualify for 
the primary ballot. 

•  In convention years, delegates to the national convention 
are elected. 

Participate in spring Congressional District (“CD”) 
Assembly (& Convention if held) 
•  Select up to 3 Dem candidates to appear on the primary8  

ballot for: U.S. House, CU Board of Regents, State Board 
of Education. 
•  Uncommitted” is no longer an option. 

•  Candidates must receive 30% of delegates to qualify for 
the primary ballot. 

•  CD convention elect delegates to national convention. 
•  CD convention elects the Presidential elector9 

Print & mail primary ballots to all registered voters in May 
•  All registered Dems may vote in Dem primary. 
•  Unaffiliated voters may vote in either Dem or GOP primary, but not both.  

U.S. Congressional and State  
Assemblies (Conventions if held) 

Notes 
1 Chart is intentionally simplified. Details may vary by district.  
2 In a  presidential election year, caucus may be held earlier than non-
presidential years on a Saturday. 
3 Delegates are voters elected at caucus (county assembly) to attend county 
(U.S. congressional and state) assemblies/conventions. They put their 
support behind candidates of their choice and are thus influential in 
determining which candidates appear on the primary ballot. 
4 Highest contested race means the highest office up for election, generally 
the governor or U.S. senator. 
5 Uncommitted means caucus participants and/or delegates haven’t put 
their support behind a specific candidate. 
6 Presidential primaries aren’t held in CO beginning 2020.  Delegate 
selection is expected to allow for proportional representation for presidential 
candidates, not “winner take all”. 
7 Break-out assemblies are smaller meetings held to select  primary ballot 
candidates for various districts. 
8 There are actually 3 ways a candidate can get on a primary ballot.  

•  Caucus/assembly. A candidate follows the process shown on this 
flowchart. 

•  Petition. A  candidate can collect the required number of signatures via 
petition. They won’t appear on the assembly ballot.  Instead, they 
automatically appear on the primary ballot. 

•  Petition and participate in the assembly. If a candidate does so, they 
must collect the required petition signatures and receive at least 10% of 
votes at assembly to appear on the primary ballot. 

9 Presidential elector. Person who goes to the State Capitol if the winner is 
a Democrat and casts the Electoral College vote for president.  There is one 
elector from each CD, and 2 at-large electors. 
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Participate in Precinct Caucus 2 
•  Announced 10+ days in advance. Check your county party or HD’s 

website or FB page for location and time. 
•  Purposes: 

•  Elect 2 “Precinct Committee Persons” (PCPs) for next 2-year term.  
•  Elect precinct delegates3 to support candidates at the county 

assembly and convention (every 4 years in presidential years). 
•  Participants must be registered to vote as a Democrat for 22 days & 

registered to vote at an address in their precinct for at least 22 days. 
•  Current PCP’s are trained to run their precinct’s caucus. 
 

Determine Precinct Support for Candidates 
•  Participants formally indicate their support for the highest contested 

race4 but one of those choices is “uncommitted”5. 
•  Candidates must receive 15% of vote to qualify for delegates to 

support them at the county assembly. 
•  Participants  informally indicate their support for other office candidates, 

e.g. secretary of state, as appropriate. 
•  Participants propose and vote on resolutions the precinct would like to 

become part of the Party platform. 

Elect Delegates to Attend County Assembly (& Convention 
if held) 
•  Any caucus participant can run for assembly or convention 

delegate. 
•  Number of delegates/precinct is determined by a pre-set 

formula. 
•  Delegates to county assembly don’t have to continue to 

support their caucus candidate. They can support someone 
else.   

Participate in spring County Assembly (& Convention if held) 
•  Announced 10+ days in advance. 
•  Purposes: 

•  Elect delegates to support candidates at the Congressional & State 
Assemblies (& Convention if held) 

•  Discuss & adopt county party ‘s platform. 
•  Allocate delegates between house districts.   

Elect Delegates to attend April Congressional & State Assemblies 
(& Conventions if held) 
•  Number of delegates/county  is determined by a pre-set formula.  
•  Delegates don’t have to continue to support their county assembly 

candidate at the County Assembly. They can support someone else.   

Determine County Support for Candidates 
•  Determine how many delegates the county will allocate to each candidate. 

Like the precinct, uncommitted is also a choice.  Delegates aren’t allocated to 
presidential candidates because a primary is now held.6 
•  Candidates must receive 15% of delegates to qualify for the state and 

congressional assemblies. 
•  Hold SD and HD district “break-out”7 assemblies to select candidates for state 

senator and representative to appear on the primary ballot. 
•  Candidates must receive 30% of delegates to qualify for the primary ballot. 

Precinct	Activity	 County	Assembly	
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